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agencies believe the Iranians may have
enough nuclear material to produce a
bomb within a year.

The world has condemned these
activities. The United Nations Security
Council has demanded that Iran
suspend its illegal nuclear enrichment

Events...

December 3 and 6
Advance poll dates for Canadian federal election. As election day is the
first day of Sukkot, be sure to vote at an advance poll on one of those dates.

December 7-16

BAYT Brotherhood Seventh Annual Solidarity Mission to Israel. Based in
Jerusalem’s Sheraton Plaza Hotel. Visits to Hevron, Sderot and throughout
Israel. For info contact Moishe Posner 416-878-6606 or moishe@GMD
wholesale.com or Larry Zeifman 416-256-4000 ext. 239 or LWZ(@Zeifmans.ca

Commentary...

'He Must Be Stopped' By Sarah Palin

Governor Palin, the Republican nominee for vice president, was scheduled to
speak Monday at a rally in Dag Hammarskjold Plaza to protest the
appearance here of President Ahmadinejad of Iran. Her appearance was
canceled by rally organizers who sought a nonpolitical event.

[Actually they only sought a non-political event after Hillary Clinton cowardly
pulled out. This dis-invitation was a clear

activities. It has levied three rounds of
sanctions. How has Ahmadinejad
responded? With the declaration that
the "Iranian nation would not retreat one iota" from its nuclear program.

So, what should we do about this growing threat? First, we must succeed
in Iraq. If we fail there, it will jeopardize the democracy the Iragis have
worked so hard to build, and empower the extremists in neighboring Iran.
Iran has armed and trained terrorists who have killed our soldiers in Iraq, and
it is Iran that would benefit from an American defeat in Iraq.

If we retreat without leaving a stable Iraq, Iran's nuclear ambitions will be
bolstered. If Iran acquires nuclear weapons — they could share them
tomorrow with the terrorists they finance, arm, and train today. Iranian
nuclear weapons would set off a dangerous regional nuclear arms race that
would make all of us less safe.

But Iran is not only a regional threat; it threatens the entire world. It is the
no. 1 state sponsor of terrorism. It sponsors the world's most vicious terrorist
groups, Hamas and Hezbollah. Together, Iran and its terrorists are
responsible for the deaths of Americans in Lebanon in the 1980s, in Saudi
Arabia in the 1990s, and in Iraq today. They have murdered Iraqis, Lebanese,
Palestinians, and other Muslims who have resisted Iran's desire to dominate
the region. They have persecuted countless people simply because they are
Jewish.

Iran is responsible for attacks not only on Israelis, but on Jews living as
far away as Argentina. Anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial are part of Iran's

official ideology and murder is part of its official

example of failed Jewish leadership. Kudos to
JINSA, ZOA and Young Israel who criticized the
move, which was likely orchestrated by J Street,
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policy. Not even Iranian citizens are safe from
their government's threat to those who want to live,
work, and worship in peace. Politically-motivated
abductions, torture, death by stoning, flogging, and

a new left-wing Jewish organization funded by
George Soros that actively works to harm Israel
and the Jewish community by promoting diplomacy with terrorists and the
election of left-wing Democrats. May Hashem save us from stupid Jews.- Ed.]
Following are the remarks Mrs. Palin would have given:

I'am honored to be with you and with leaders from across this great country
— leaders from different faiths and political parties united in a single voice of
outrage.

Tomorrow, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad will come to New York — to the heart
of what he calls the Great Satan — and speak freely in this, a country whose
demise he has called for.

Ahmadinejad may choose his words carefully, but underneath all of the
rhetoric is an agenda that threatens all who seek a safer and freer world. We
gather here today to highlight the Iranian dictator's intentions and to call for
action to thwart him.

He must be stopped.

The world must awake to the threat this man poses to all of us.
Ahmadinejad denies that the Holocaust ever took place. He dreams of being
an agent in a "Final Solution" — the elimination of the Jewish people. He has
called Israel a "stinking corpse" that is "on its way to annihilation." Such talk
cannot be dismissed as the ravings of a madman — not when Iran just this
summer tested long-range Shahab-3 missiles capable of striking Tel Aviv, not
when the Iranian nuclear program is nearing completion, and not when Iran
sponsors terrorists that threaten and kill innocent people around the world.

The Iranian government wants nuclear weapons. The International Atomic
Energy Agency reports that Iran is running at least 3,800 centrifuges and that
its uranium enrichment capacity is rapidly improving. According to news

amputations are just some of its state-sanctioned
punishments.

It is said that the measure of a country is the treatment of its most
vulnerable citizens. By that standard, the Iranian government is both
oppressive and barbaric. Under Ahmadinejad's rule, Iranian women are some
of the most vulnerable citizens.

If an Iranian woman shows too much hair in public, she risks being beaten
or killed.

If she walks down a public street in clothing that violates the state dress
code, she could be arrested.

But in the face of this harsh regime, the Iranian women have shown
courage. Despite threats to their lives and their families, [ranian women have
sought better treatment through the "One Million Signatures Campaign
Demanding Changes to Discriminatory Laws." The authorities have reacted
with predictable barbarism. Last year, women's rights activist Delaram Ali
was sentenced to 20 lashes and 10 months in prison for committing the crime
of "propaganda against the system." After international protests, the judiciary
reduced her sentence to "only" 10 lashes and 36 months in prison and then
temporarily suspended her sentence. She still faces the threat of
imprisonment.

Earlier this year, Senator Clinton said that "Iran is seeking nuclear
weapons, and the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps is in the forefront of
that" effort. Senator Clinton argued that part of our response must include
stronger sanctions, including the designation of the IRGC as a terrorist
organization. John McCain and I could not agree more.

Senator Clinton understands the nature of this threat and what we must
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do to confront it. This is an issue that should unite all Americans. Iran should
not be allowed to acquire nuclear weapons. Period. And in a single voice, we
must be loud enough for the whole world to hear: Stop Iran!

Only by working together, across national, religious, and political
differences, can we alter this regime's dangerous behavior. Iran has many
vulnerabilities, including a regime weakened by sanctions and a population
eager to embrace opportunities with the West. We must increase economic
pressure to change Iran's behavior.

Tomorrow, Ahmadinejad will come to New York. On our soil, he will
exercise the right of freedom of speech — a right he denies his own people.
He will share his hateful agenda with the world. Our task is to focus the world
on what can be done to stop him.

We must rally the world to press for truly tough sanctions at the U.N. or
with our allies if Iran's allies continue to block action in the U.N. We must
start with restrictions on Iran's refined petroleum imports.

We must reduce our dependency on foreign oil to weaken Iran's economic
influence.

We must target the regime's assets abroad; bank accounts, investments, and
trading partners.

President Ahmadinejad should be held accountable for inciting genocide,
a crime under international law.

We must sanction Iran's Central Bank and the Revolutionary Guard Corps
— which no one should doubt is a terrorist organization.

Together, we can stop Iran's nuclear program.

Senator McCain has made a solemn commitment that I strongly endorse:
Never again will we risk another Holocaust. And this is not a wish, a request,
or a plea to Israel's enemies. This is a promise that the United States and Israel
will honor, against any enemy who cares to test us. It is John McCain's
promise and it is my promise.

Thank you.  (NY Sun Sept 22)

Your Abortions or Your Lives! By Caroline Glick

American Jews have good reason to be ashamed and angry today. As Iran
moves into the final stages of its nuclear weapons development program -
nuclear weapons which it will use to destroy the State of Israel, endanger Jews
around the world and cow the United States of America - Democratic
American Jewish leaders decided that putting Sen. Barack Obama in the
White House is more important than protecting the lives of the Jewish people
in Israel and around the world.

On Monday, the New York Sun published the speech that Republican vice
presidential nominee and Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin would have delivered at
that day's rally outside UN headquarters in New York against Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and against Iran's plan to destroy Israel. She would
have delivered it, if she hadn't been disinvited.

The rally was co-sponsored by the Conference of Presidents of Major
Jewish Organizations, the National Coalition to Stop Iran Now, The Israel
Project, United Jewish Communities, the UJA-Federation of New York and
the Jewish Council for Public Affairs. Its purpose was to present a united
American Jewish front against Iran's genocidal leader and against its genocidal
regime which is developing nuclear weapons with the stated intention of
committing the second Holocaust in 80 years.

Palin's speech is an extraordinary document. In its opening paragraph she
made clear that Iran presents a danger not just to Israel, but to the US. And not
just to some Americans, but to all Americans. Her speech was a warning to
Iran - and anyone else who was listening - that Americans are not indifferent
to its behavior, its genocidal ideology and the barbarity of its regime. Rather,
they are outraged.

After that opening, Palin's speech set out clearly how Iran is advancing its
nuclear project, why it must be prevented from acquiring nuclear weapons and
why and how the regime itself must be opposed by all right thinking people -
not just Israelis and Americans - but by all people who value human freedom.

Palin's speech was a message of national - rather than simply Republican -
resolve against Iran's nuclear weapons program and its active involvement in
global and regional terrorism. She made this point by quoting statements that
Democratic Sen. Hillary Clinton has made against the Iranian regime.

The speech detailed Iran's past and current attacks against the US,
beginning with its bombing of US servicemen in Lebanon in 1983 and
continuing with Iran's proxy war against US forces in Iraq and against Iraqis
who oppose its intention of taking control of their country.

By discussing Iran's role in Iraq she not only made a convincing case for
why an American victory there is essential for defeating Iran. She also made
clear that Iran is actively making war against the US, not just Israel.

From Iran's war against Israel, the US, and freedom loving peoples
worldwide, Palin's speech turned to the regime's war against its own people.
She attacked the regime for its systematic repression of Iranian women. She
applauded the extraordinary bravery of women like Delaram Ali who risked
their lives and their families to demand basic rights for Iranian women. Ali,
she noted, was sentenced to 10 lashes and three years in prison for having the
courage to speak out. An international outcry has temporarily suspended her
sentence.

Then Palin returned to Iran's nuclear weapons program and its support for
terrorist groups pledged to Israel's destruction and to the destruction of the
US. She returned to Ahmadinejad's calls for Israel's annihilation. She
reiterated Republican presidential candidate Sen. John McCain's solemn
promise to work with Israel to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons
and she joined her name to his promise to stand side by side with Israel to
prevent another Holocaust.

IF PALIN had been allowed to deliver this speech at Monday's rally, she
would done just what the organizers of the rally, and what the Jewish people
in Israel, America and worldwide need to have done. She would have
elevated the imperative of preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons
and the implicit moral and strategic imperative of overthrowing the regime
in Teheran to the top of America's national security agenda. Given the
massive media attention she garners at all of her public appearances, Palin's
participation in the rally would have done more to steel Americans - across
the political spectrum - to the cause of opposing Iran than 10 UN Security
Council sanctions resolutions could do.

It was a remarkable speech, prepared by a remarkable woman. But it was
not heard. It was not heard because the Democratic Party and Jewish
Democrats believe that their partisan interest in demonizing Palin and
making Americans generally and American Jews in particular hate and fear
her to secure their votes for Obama and his running-mate Sen. Joseph Biden
in the November election is more important than allowing Palin to elevate the
necessity of preventing a second Holocaust to the top of the US's national
security agenda.

The rally's organizers invited both Clinton and Palin to speak. It was a
wise move. In light of Iran's monstrous oppression of Iranian women, had the
two most powerful women in American politics joined forces in opposing the
regime and its war against human freedom, their appearance would have sent
a message of American unity and resolve that would have reverberated not
just throughout the US and in the US presidential race, but throughout the
world and into Iran itself. But it was not to be.

The moment that Clinton found out that she was to share a stage with
Palin, she cancelled her appearance. By cancelling, she signaled to Jewish
Democrats - and Democrats in general - that opposing Palin and the
Republican Party is more important than opposing Ahmadinejad and the
genocidal regime he represents.

THE JEWISH Democrats on the rally's organizing committee got the
message loud and clear. Two of the rally's co-sponsors - the Jewish Council
for Public Affairs and the UJA Federation of New York demanded that the
Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations disinvite Palin.

The JCPA is led by Steven Gutow. Before joining the JCPA, he served as
the founding executive director of the National Jewish Democratic Council,
which is the Jewish support arm of the Democratic Party. The UJA
Federation of New York is led by John Ruskay, who began his Jewish
communal career as an anti-Israel "peace" activist in the radical CONAME
and Breira organizations. Among their other endeavors, CONAME and
Breira opposed US military assistance to Israel during the Yom Kippur War
and called for US recognition of the PLO after the group massacred 26
children in Ma'alot in 1974.

Gutow and Ruskay were supported in their demand to disinvite Palin by
the National Jewish Democratic Council and by the new Jewish pro-
Palestinian lobbying group J-Street.

In an attempt to assuage Gutow and Ruskay, the rally organizers invited
Biden to speak. But he had a scheduling conflict. So the organizers contacted
the Obama campaign and asked it to send a representative. The campaign
offered Congressman Robert Wexler.

But the Democrats knew that Wexler would be no match for Palin. So
they continued on the warpath, absurdly claiming that by inviting Palin (and



Clinton, Biden and Wexler), the organizers were endangering the sponsoring
organizations' tax-exempt status. That is, through Ruskay and Gutow, in their
bid to prevent Palin from appearing at the rally, the Democrats threatened to
bring down the organized Jewish community.

Never mind that the threat is absurd. The likelihood that the Internal
Revenue Service would open an investigation against every major American
Jewish organization for daring to invite Palin to a rally opposing
Ahmadinejad's appearance at the UN and Iran's stated intention of annihilating
Israel is just slightly smaller than the prospect of Ahmadinejad wrapping
himself in an Israeli flag and singing "Hatikva" on the UN rostrum.

But no matter. The fear that these Democratic Jews would openly split the
Jewish community on the need to confront Iran frightened the organizers. The
notion that the Democratic Party, and its Jewish supporters would openly turn
their backs on the need to confront Iran to advance the political fortunes of
their party and their party's presidential slate was too much to take. Palin was
disinvited.

Liberal American Jews, like liberal Americans in general, and indeed like
their fellow leftists in Israel and throughout the West, uphold themselves as
champions of human rights. They claim that they care about the underdog, the
wretched of the earth. They care about the environment. They care about
securing American women's unfettered access to abortions. They care about
keeping Christianity and God out of the public sphere. They care about
offering peace to those who are actively seeking their destruction so that they
can applaud themselves for their open-mindedness and tell themselves how
much better they are than savage conservatives.

Those horrible, war-mongering, Bambi killing, unborn baby defending,
God-believing conservatives, who think that there are things worth going to
war to protect, must be defeated at all costs. They must intimidate, attack,
demonize and defeat those conservatives who think that the free women of the
West should be standing shoulder to shoulder not with Planned Parenthood,
but with the women of the Islamic world who are enslaved by a misogynist
Shari'a legal code that treats them as slaves and deprives them of control not
simply of their wombs, but of their faces, their hair, their arms, their legs, their
minds and their hearts.

The lives of 6 million Jews in Israel are today tied to the fortunes of those
women, to the fortunes of American forces in Iraq, to the willingness of
Americans across the political and ideological spectrum to recognize that there
is more that unifies them than divides them and to act on that knowledge to
defeat the forces of genocide, oppression, hatred and destruction that are led
today by the Iranian regime and personified in the brutal personality of
Ahmadinejad. But Jewish Democrats chose to ignore this basic truth in order
to silence Palin.

They should be ashamed. The Democratic Party should be ashamed. And
Jewish American voters should consider carefully whether opposing a woman
who opposes the abortion of fetuses is really more important than standing up
for the right of already born Jews to continue to live and for the Jewish state
to continue to exist. Because this week it came to that.

(Jerusalem Post Sep 22)

Iran, Livni And The Price Of Political Stability By Caroline Glick

On Sunday, Israeli military intelligence commanders sounded the alarm
bells on Iran. Speaking at the weekly cabinet meeting, Brigadier General Yossi
Baidatz, who commands the assessment division of the IDF's Military
Intelligence Directorate, said that Iran is "sprinting towards a nuclear bomb."

Baidatz explained that the UN's International Atomic Energy Agency's
handling of Iran's nuclear program "is not bringing results." He further warned
that the international community's efforts to isolate Iran and place sanctions on
it are failing.

Baidatz warned the Kadima-Labor-Shas government that, based on what
the IAEA has already discovered, it's clear Iran currently possesses a third of
the quantity of enriched uranium necessary to make an atomic bomb. What he
did not note is that Iran has multiple nuclear installations that it has not
disclosed to the IAEA. Moreover, now that Iran has gotten a handle on the
uranium enrichment process, it will not take the ayatollahs nearly as long to
enrich the last two-thirds of the uranium needed for a bomb as it took them to
enrich the first third.

From Baidatz's briefing, and from what we already have learned about the
international community's failure to unify around the need to prevent Iran from
acquiring nuclear weapons, it's apparent that the only way to stop Iran from

becoming a nuclear power is to bomb its nuclear installations. Only a military
strike can prevent Iran from getting the bomb. And the only countries that can
possibly be expected to perform such a service to humanity are Israel and the
U.S.

Unfortunately, it is fairly clear today that President Bush, in his waning
months in the Oval Office, will take not military action against Iran. Since
Bush in May 2007gave Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice full control over
U.S. policy toward Iran, Rice has made appeasing Tehran rather than
confronting it the goal of American policy. It is all but impossible to foresee
this policy changing - despite its self-evident failure - before Bush leaves
office in January.

That leaves Israel. But Israel has no coherent government at the moment.
Sunday evening Prime Minister Ehud Olmert officially submitted his
resignation to President Shimon Peres. Olmert now heads a transition
government that will remain in power either until Foreign Minister Tzipi
Livni forms a government or until elections are held and the winners form a
government.

The central question, then, is what serves Israel's interests better: a
coalition led by Livni that spares Israel months of political instability, or
months of political instability ahead of general elections that will bring to
power a new government with a fresh mandate from the Israeli public?

Livni, her allies in Kadima, many Labor Party members, and the non-
Zionist Meretz and Shas parties claim that the best thing for Israel is political
stability and the worst is political instability. They argue that chances for
peace with the Palestinians and Syria may slip away if there is no continuity
in government. They also say that in light of "the great threats" (meaning
Iran) that Israel faces, now is no time for political distractions like elections.

Opposing Livni and her allies is Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu, who
argues that Israel needs elections now despite the instability that such
elections would necessarily entail. Netanyahu points out that Livni -- who
was elected last week by less than 20,000 Kadima voters to replace Olmert
as Kadima's leader in a primary election riddled by accusations of vote fraud
whose results are now being contested in the courts - has no legitimate claim
to the premiership. She represents no one, was elected by no one, and may
not even be the legitimate leader of Kadima.

Beyond that, Netanyahu claims, Livni's demonstrated incompetence in the
foreign ministry makes her unfit to lead Israel in a dangerous time. Moreover,
Netanyahu and his allies argue that there is no chance whatsoever of making
peace with either the Palestinians or the Syrians today and the government's
embrace of the PLO and Syrian dictator and Iranian proxy Bashar Assad
harms Israel's national security.

Sitting on the fence waiting to see who offers them the best deal are
Transportation Minister Shaul Mofaz and his supporters in Kadima. Rather
than accept Livni's authority after losing the primary to her by a mere 431
votes, Mofaz announced he was taking a break from politics. Mofaz's
supporters allege that Livni used fraud to win her narrow victory and have
contested the results. These Kadima members could leave the party and
rejoin Likud in exchange for safe seats on Likud's Knesset list.

Also sitting on the fence is Labor Party Chairman and Defense Minister
Ehud Barak. Barak sees no advantage to accepting Livni's authority. Doing
so will simply increase her chances of defeating him in general elections.
Moreover, Livni's dubious electioneering maneuvers against Mofaz have
tarnished her image as the Mrs. Clean of Israeli politics and likely harmed
her prospects in general elections if she fails to form a coalition and is forced
to stand for election. On the other hand, Barak's fellow Labor Party members
and cabinet ministers wish to join forces with Livni to prevent elections.

It is impossible to foretell how this drama will unfold. But it can only be
hoped that Netanyahu gets his wish and elections are called. Since Olmert,
Livni and then-defense minister Amir Peretz led Israel to its first military
defeat in the war with Hizbullah two years ago, Kadima and Labor have
continuously claimed that in spite of their failures, what Israel needs most is
political stability and so they must not be forced to seek a mandate from the
public for their continuation in office. And with the support of their
backbenchers in the Knesset, they have over and over again blocked the
public's right to choose.

But far from securing Israel, the "stability" they have provided has simply
moved the country from failure to failure. Their failure in the war with Iran's
Lebanese proxy army was followed by their failure to prevent Hamas - Iran's
Palestinian proxy - from taking over Gaza. They've also failed to stop Iran
from arming Hamas to the teeth and so transforming Gaza into the new



Lebanon. And they failed to prevent Iran's postwar takeover of Lebanon
through Hizbullah this past May.

Rather than confront Iran's proxies, they have compounded the dangers by
legitimizing Iran's Syrian proxy by initiating negotiations towards the
surrender of the Golan Heights with Iran's man in Damascus, Syrian dictator
Bashar Assad. And they compounded the dangers of Hamas's takeover of Gaza
by negotiating the surrender of Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria with Fatah, and
so showed Iran and its proxies that no matter what they do to Israel, Israel will
continue to cough up land to them.

As for Iran itself, Olmert, Livni and their colleagues have failed to garner
any significant international support for confronting Tehran. Indeed, it is they
who have overseen Israel's relations with the U.S. as Washington has
effectively abandoned the cause of preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear
weapons.

This is not the team Israel needs to lead it. And though it's true Israel will
go through a period of increased volatility as its neighbors take advantage of
the power vacuum in Jerusalem, that mustn't deter it from moving toward
elections. As Iran sprints toward a nuclear bomb, the only way Israel can stop
the mullahs from securing the means to destroy the Jewish state is by electing
leaders who will have the courage to attack Iran. (Jewish Press Sep 24)

Canadian Israel Advocacy in Turmoil By Isi Leibler

Canadian Jews can take pride in the remarkable infrastructure of
educational, religious and cultural institutions they have created. The fact that
assimilation and intermarriage in Canada are far less advanced than in the
United States is largely attributable to their magnificent network of Jewish day
schools. Canadian Jews also have a splendid record of support for Israel and
their donors are among the most generous contributors to projects in the
Jewish state.

Regrettably, in recent years the community's public advocacy on behalf of
Israel has dramatically declined. This paralleled a major upsurge in anti-
Semitism and demonization of Israel as a consequence of Muslim immigration
and intensified hostility from the Canadian left.

The downturn had its genesis in 2004 when the principal communal fund-
raisers, concerned about increased anti-Semitism and hostility to Israel,
decided to supplant the traditional communal advocacy bodies - the Canadian
Jewish Congress and the Canada Isracl Committee - with a "more
professional" organization. The new entity, the Canadian Council for Israel
and Jewish Advocacy (CIJA), was commissioned to deal exclusively with
"advocacy on Canada Israel relations while the Canadian Jewish Congress
would handle issues of Jewish concern." This effectively neutralized the
central role of the Canadian Jewish Congress in determining policies on Israel
and anti-Semitism and replaced it with an undemocratic body headed by
professional public relations consultants.

The federations, via the United Israel Appeal, allocate very substantial
funds to the CIJA. The budget this year, including mega-salaries for the
principal officers, amounts to more than $11 million.

However, from the outset, the new team of PR professionals, headed by
CEO Herschel Ezrin, was soon identified as archetypical practitioners of the
discredited sha shtil approach, displaying passivity and determined to maintain
a low profile. Their vast financial resources concentrated on campaigns
emphasizing that Israelis "are just like the rest of us Canadians".

Their PR philosophy, depicted as a model that other communities would do
well to emulate, was outlined in a surrealistic internal document circulated in
2004 titled "The 10 Commandments." It was never formally repudiated and to
this day appears to reflect CIJA policy. The document must be seen to be
believed.

Commandment 5 states: "Do not directly attack or assign blame to the
Palestinians or their leadership. Canadians will not tolerate - or believe - that
one side is more responsible for the violence than the other."

Commandment 6 says: "Do not ask Canadians to pick a side in the conflict
or assign blame. Very few Canadians are prepared to assign blame for ongoing
violence or attacks."

Commandment 7 states explicitly: "Do not ask the government of Canada
to appear - or be - more favorable to Israel... There is no support for further
government support of Israel."

Commandment 9 warns: "Do not attack the media for being biased against
Israel... There is no constituency to support a public effort to attack the
media."

That such a document was not immediately condemned and withdrawn
demonstrates how a group of wealthy donors, dazzled by "PR expertise,"
bypassed the will of the vast majority of Canadian Jews.

The obsession to avoid "confrontation" was especially acute on the
campuses where Hillel activists were explicitly directed to avoid debates,
ignore Arab anti-Israeli tirades and never display examples of Islamic anti-
Semitism to avoid offending Muslim groups.

Three years ago, the PR mavens even managed to convince the Montreal
federation to cancel the annual Israel Independence Day parade out of a fear
of possible anti-Israeli counterdemonstrations. Fortunately, independent
communal leaders, rabbis and school principals took it upon themselves to
lead a grassroots revolt to retain the dignity of the community and
Independence Day parades were reinstated.

THE CIJA has a virtual monopoly on Israel advocacy in Canada. The
exceptions are a plucky B'nai B'rith Organization which attempts to be more
assertive and a small but highly effective body known as the Canadian
Institute for Jewish Research (CIJR) headquartered in Montreal. It is headed
by Prof. Fred Krantz, a distinguished academic who for 30 years headed an
influential program titled "The Great Books in Western Civilization" at
Concordia University and the Liberal Arts College. There he opposed
administration kowtowing to Arab and radical students, which climaxed in
2002 when Binyamin Netanyahu was unable to address the university
because of violent campus riots.

CIJR, whose influence extends beyond Canada, operates on a shoestring
budget of less than $200,000 and is staffed overwhelmingly by volunteers.
Among other initiatives, it publishes a daily Internet newsletter viewed by
more than 100,000 readers, which incorporates key data, original op-eds and
reprints of articles relevant to activists. Its greatest success was to create an
elite group of student activists willing to take up the cudgels on behalf of
Israel on the campus.

Since the creation of CIJA, the Jewish establishment has totally
blackballed CIJR and denied it any funding. When I accepted an invitation
from Krantz to participate in CIJR's 20th anniversary dinner, [ was cautioned
by various parties that I would be associating myself with an "extremist"
body. However, in Montreal I discovered that far from being extreme, CLJR
was a beacon of light in the world of Israel advocacy in Canada.

When introducing me to the audience, Irwin Cotler, the former Canadian
minister of justice and global champion for human rights, an icon of
Canadian Jewry recognized as one of the most outstanding Diaspora Jewish
personalities of our time, lauded the outstanding work undertaken by the
CIR.

Equally telling was the address by Alan Baker, the Israeli ambassador to
Canada, who was retiring after a four-year term. Like Cotler, Baker a former
legal adviser to the Foreign Ministry, could hardly be described as an
extremist. He too cast lavish praise on the CIJR as the most effective
Canadian body promoting the case for Israel and, in particular, praised it for
its splendid achievements on the campus. He also castigated the Jewish
communal leadership for failing "to have the good judgment to appreciate an
organization that is working so well in the field... and should have wider
community support."

Canadian Jewish leaders, who fear that protesting against this state of
affairs will shatter the "unity" of the Canadian Jewish community, are
misguided. The blind reliance of establishment machers on PR specialists
who appear to dictate policy in these areas reflects a malaise in Canadian
Jewish leadership and highlights a need for greater accountability and
grassroots public involvement.

More importantly, if youngsters are dissuaded from confronting the
scourge of moral equivalency whereby Israel's acts of self-defense are deemed
comparable to actions of its enemies, or instructed that speaking up in
defense of Israel is counterproductive, then the ground is being established
for future generations to distance themselves from Israel.

The time for reform is now while Canadian Jews are blessed with a prime
minister who has emerged as one of Israel's staunchest international allies.
Unlike the cowardly cabal of "PR experts," Stephen Harper is willing
to publicly distinguish between Islamic fundamentalists seeking the
destruction of the Jewish state and the right of Israel to defend itself.
However, we cannot expect statesmen to be more pro-Israel than the self-
appointed spokesmen of the Jewish community. (Jerusalem Post Sep 21)




